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home. You contemplate the memorials of
Adrian, and the palace of a modern potentate
claims your attention at the same moment. It
is a melancholy reflection that as the new city
increases the ancient monuments will become
more and more eclipsed. What would the
Temple of the Winds or even that of Theseus be
if buried in miles of streets, alleys, and squares ?
From such profanation the Acropolis alone is
secure ; and oven of that the summit only ; for
it is hard to say to what extent that noble rock
may not be injured if houses are allowed to creep
up its lower slopes, Thckre is nothing, however
grand, which the hand of man is not competent
to spoil: witness the deplorable injury done to
the Oalton hill at Edinburgh by that barbarism,
the Nelson monument, the height of which
dwarfs everything in the neighbourhood. The
Acropolis indeed is far from being improved by
the Norman tower which rises among its garland
of temples; but that solitary monument of an
important historical era is, notwithstanding,
deserving of respect,